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Stowasser

(per 'Vivere l'Anarchia')

I'm going to make my intervention in English, according to the
problems that surged in the past days concerned with the huge

presence of german comrades at Venice.

At second hand I will be very brief in order to avoid what

happend on thursday, when I tiied to give the theoretical basis
and . .

of the project, when I was cut shortly after having given

just the introduction.

I would like to introduce to you a project which will be started

in West—Germaﬁy within the next 2 to 3 vyears and which ist

:so.far baptized with the name of "Broject A", So I am not talking
about "living Anarchism" in the strict way but about "Anarchism
still to be lived", because this project so far exisﬁs in the
form of aQQery detailed plan and in the heads -of;“a-uéouple

of comrades who do far decided to participate din it.

2lyith living anatchism,

However, this future project has a lot to dg
hecause almost all of us are active anarchist with a Iarge perioed
of experience in different organizations, in anarchist struggle,

in local groups, in base-projects and so on,..

And that's |why almost automatically ohe of the intemsting aspects
of this project is just the transformation of thpusands of good,
but mostly bad experiences which one may adquire during a period

of for instance 15 years of anarchist struggle.

I think, that most anarchist comrads, if they are accessible to
critic and self-critic, earlier or later get toA a point, where
qj&e findg bdimsslF in XkﬂxxiXHaxiﬂnxxthx# in a deadlock,
“ Hewmgelves
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- Anarchists nowadays, in worldwide scale, are unable to give
any satisfactory, viable, concrete answer to the simple question,

how to get out of this deadlock, how to perforate the Mine of
Mg 125
resistance’ of the society;//bf the population towards ire 2.
cNangeamoing
revolutionary p:&éLei, how to encourage concrete steps and how

to make them approachable to the very normal people - in one

word: how to superate the deadlock.

Instead, contemporary anatchism generally is busy and active in

two main fields: on the one hand, we are a kind of administrators
and multiplicators of a tradition, of ideas, of a libertarian
culture, trying to beware them froﬁ being forgotten and helping them
to survive by propaganda in xkxx its most different forms. On the
other hand, we aAXr use to be very good critics of contemporary
society with ail its terrible decadencys, disharmonyes, and
dreadfull tendencies without being able, however, to show the
way BX out. So we alwéys remain the brilliaﬁt critics and the

eternal loosers in history.

There are, as far as we know, only very few projects who pose pal
- ()
: £

to themselves the aim of ag breakout from this blocked situation ;z

and we are trying to jpin this few exceptions with another 2:‘%
y - -
project, . which is concepted to be able to spread out into a i{%%

=
greater scale in order to adcuire its own dynamism in society so \%;
that we can reach in a relativly short period scmething like an
anarchist fallout on Xk our surrounding society which means a

breakout from the anarchist ghetto,

A very important aspect, of cause, is to make a revolutionary concept

accessible to people or, in other words, +to make Anarchism popular.
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In Germany, we have a general lack of libertarian culture and
traditions, and this can not be recovered like for instance in
Spain, France and Italy, but must be built up from the very

beginning,

So one of the basic aims in our project is to finmd a way of
making anarchism popular. This does mnot mean to abandan our
revalutionary position or to approach ourselves in a stupid

way to the level of bourgeois behaviour and trying to be
beautiful, logely, clean, well-educated and stupid anarchists
boys and girls to please the people, We do mnot want +to praetise
mere gnd simplelpoPulism. ¥hat we want, - is, to make a

revolutionary project accessible to normal people, or, in

other words, to make a revolutionary changemen&, an desirable

thing in the minds of people and not a thing they have to

i

fear,

What we understand, in this frame, by revolution, was the argument
. et et .

of my intervention last thursday, :

We consider, that this aim is particulary important specially in
the modern, industrialized states of the western hemisphere

and even more specially in those states with social orientated
gouvermments, no matter wether under the rule of social
democrat, christian democrat, socialist or other parties,i

where the level of what we call "frustrated identification" with
the state is rather high: Nobody really loves the state, but

most people support it anyway in order to aveid an incertain future
and according to their inconscious fear +to any radical changement,

thouéwmany of them feel inside the need of such a changement.

We think, that this field is the great challenge and hope at the

. 3
same time for us anarchists, that i&;%-is the field we shpuld

be busy in,
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The question, you are certainly expecting me to talk about is,

how to achieve this aim. Well, I find myself here in a hopeless
situation, because the whole written concept of the "Project A"

so far is about 100 pages, and last thrsday I didn't even succeed

to explain the theoretical basis of our JTevolutionary concept

x® which is just one chapter of L pages, duing +to the restricted

time we possess to make statements here.

So, the only thing I can do is giving you a couple of brief,
Maybe provocating arguments, to explain two or three basic = ideas
of this project, hoping that it will awaken your curiosity and
maybe provocate some‘spbntaneous discussions and some further
explanations outside thé campus. =408, 1 think, you will
certainiy hear from it in the following yvears in the libertarian
press and be able to follow the developement or maybe even the
failﬁre of our project., On the other hand, the whole paper in

~ german language will be availiable in November this yvear,

One of the crucial aspects, that of making anarchism accessible

énd pophlar to people, I've already talked abput. 'Another‘ important
aspect is an internal one - a problem, which, as far as T ecan
concern, is affecting more or less to any anarchist group and
project anywhere in the world, It is the disharmony between three
basical aspects in our practice, which we consider primarily important.
Those are the fields of politieal activity,‘of personal living-style,
'ffiendship amourntg ourselves and bappyness| and of the ecoﬁomic aspects
- of where do we work and earn our money. FAIRXXxiIEXERXXxXXhimgwy )
This magic triangle o€f§;u;.gersonal political engagament,ﬁégg;\;

et S

Personal happiness anﬁ'yourAﬁersonal reproductionssphere is cgnstantly

~.

out of balance in most anarchist grpups.
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We say: It is possible, to bring fhﬁi three crucial aspects into
{uty

balance and we therefore developeg i ﬁ8 yvears a rather

sophisticated system of how geing to achieve it - a system

with very detailed ideas in all this three leveks which we

consider ali of the same imporitance., So our project consists in

well definated economic structures, linked ¥%thequally well

definated political structures and ideas aswell »f as wgualiy

well definated structures of living, gathering, environment,

internal discussing and the way of how to +take collective

decisions.

It would be ceftainly interesting to step into details mnow, but

Ixfe I am afraid, this will bust the frame of this statement,

Anyway I would like to make an allusion to what is the smallesLﬁ
cell of our project, only in ecopomical aspect:

The nﬁhmIWhole further project is Bxx raised up on a solid’
base of small, autonomous groups of 5 %0 20 persons, which fo;m
at the same time a cell of economic income and production,

of pelitical focus and of new forms of 1living together. Each

of this cell is normally constituted by what we call a
"double-project", this means, one concrete project with more
political inclination thats needs money and another concrete
project with more economical inclination, thatﬁizgggﬁﬁ money.
Both projects normally are located in one bumlding and form

an ecconomic unity, at the same +time, 4in the same building,
the group that runs this two projects, is practising mnew styles
of living together, forming an colliective. To give you a vVery
simple example I ¢puld mention a bookstere, linked with a bar

o a cafe,



This is certainly not a new Idea. What makes it new and gives it

an originality are mostly three aspects:

First, we are not going to raise up only one "double-project", but

a lot of them, maybe hundereds oqf=btsem, LIrxixxImxxikexxLiIxxx

pexizd simultaneously and in the farst period in only one carefully
selected small town.

Secondly we are not going to follow the classical economié production

the
fields of/so called "alternative market" as maybe potteries,

bo%%ﬁ%%i%%x, cafes, candies, clothing, and all kinds of counter-
cultural accessoires, but quite banal and normal workshops that
poduce items of dagly need or offers services of daily need,
that everybody, not only anarchists or leftists consume, but are
interesting to the whole population. By that we hope to build
up a large economic network, that makes it pretty hard to any
—concrete person living in that town to escape from our  well
.spnead-over federation of collectives. In order to thet we are
guite coptimistic fo reach to a new definition of what is
a "political" work. According to our Ideas, and forming part of
the dinamic we want to give to our acfivities, a project as for
instance selling bread may become a political act aswell as organizing

a picket-1line.

Our rather ambicious aim is to come to a point, where any
activity you are doing within the whole project can no longer

be qualified as an political act or as an act of personal satisfactioz
or as an act of earning money, In this way, we hope to get +that
magic triangle, I talked about before, iﬁto balance by abolishing the
artificimally created border-lines between these three things, whick

*

affect aswell our political practice aswell as auxm personal lives

as also the lives of the so calles "commpn peoplen,
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Of cause, this economical structure, I just tried to explain,
doesnt make the whole project. It is, as I said before, Just the
base on which the whole further bunch of activities is erected upon.
It is something like a fundament of a large sefies of other
anarchist prqjects,.ideas, fantasies and plans, that find on

this economical base an relyable background in order to make any
further activitﬁg possible, to strengthen it and to get it dinto

a dynamism of libertarian discussion, critics and support.

So, based on this solid ¥Affgf background, wg will be able for
the first time in pEEX german post-war-history to develop any Xkind
of libertarian activities - maybe of cultiiral, anarcho-syndicalist,
militant, ecologic, educational or any other type, et e

o guear ccale  dud wille sebid baserg.

_ And,'whaf is important too, these projects, all 1linked up together

lwith thése economical "double-projects®..in a kind of. metwork or
federation, gives us - also for the first +time -~ the chance to
do all this putside our welid-known anarchist ghetto or, at 1éast,

with the possibiliti% to make participate a great number of
" . " convert
comon people" in xkdxmxaxdymam processus and to makz a whole

lot of the rest in what we call "positive tolerators" of pur

project,

Naturally, pur perspectives go much further: We developed detailed

ideas and even plans of how making XRisxmHE¥ENERL a movement out of

~this project, that is, of how making it spread first into other towns

and cities, into other regions, all over germany and finnally make



is,
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T come to an end,

After these rather impressionistic than coherent allusions I was
able to make here today, I think there might exist the- danger
that things are now even less clearér than before. The worst
ganger I am fearing is, that, based on this fragmentary dinform,

: v
vou could /tentated to classify our project.

1l can agssure you, that it is not classifiable, You can not
call it an cooperative B%%i%%ﬁx aswell as 7you cannot ‘call it
an anarcho-syndicalist B%%ﬁ%%ﬁx, yvou can not call 4t a merely
pegzeful pacifistic ngﬁgﬁgi aswell as you cannot- call it a
merely militant one. It is mnot a c¢child of +the alternative
scene aswell as it is not a dogmatic son of any anarchist
doctrine. In fact, we do not claim any sPecial anarchist
_ thinker ox theory to be our inspirator. Maybe, the "project A" _
coptents_some element of all of.these tendencies, .but it is far
away from being a simple mixture., We did'nt want to make a -
‘milk-shake, but a pure drink, and I can assure you, that it
is a rather heavy stuff. And the only +thing I can assurexPOSitiv

that this project ist revolutionary, in the etymologhc sense of

the world,

The project A is not a bastard, because it has a great deal

of xBx¥ new Ideas and I think,the secret behind it is just
. . conbination

the sophisticated mixfure of exXperiences made by ourselveas,

of ideas already parctised elsewhere and those naw Ideas,

Fhe only way to find out, what it really

is, is to daxix get informedfffgtplxi¥, to modifib\‘fm it according
to vour own ideas and experiences and to do it. You are alil

cordially invited to do so.



